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Newsletter Survey
The Village of Winthrop Harbor is committed to monitoring
the quality of the services we provide. As part of an ongoing
improvement process, we would appreciate your feedback on
our newsletter.
The Village currently mails out quarterly newsletters. The
Village is exploring the concept of an electronic newsletter.
Would you prefer an email newsletter more frequently instead of a printed
and mailed newsletter? Please take our quick survey by scanning the QR
Code with your smart phone.

A Special Thanks to Winthrop Harbors Public Works
Department!

Check out
the Village
Channel!
https://tinyurl.com/
whstream

We want to recognize all the members of the
Winthrop Harbor Public Works Department for
their many winter sleepless nights to ensure
the streets were passable and safe throughout
the winter months.

New Village Facebook Page
It is our priority to give our residents and businesses the best possible municipal services. Communication is a vital role of our
Village government.
The Village of Winthrop Harbor has launched a
new and frequently updated Facebook Page to
keep residents and businesses informed on news and events
from in and around our community.

Notification System
To sign up, visit:

winthropharbor.bbcportal.com

Village Hall will be
closed on:
Good Friday
April 15th
Memorial Day
May 30th

Help us get the word out…. Please like this page, follow and
share with your friends and neighbors.

Shop Local Winthrop Harbor
The Village of Winthrop Harbor encourages all residents to make a conscious
effort to shop at our local businesses, empowering our community to help itself. Not only do we help local business, every taxable dollar spent in Winthrop Harbor benefits important services like police, fire, street maintenance,
and parks. Sales tax generated from Winthrop Harbor transactions, stays in
the community and contributes to the quality of life you enjoy.

Village of Winthrop Harbor
830 Sheridan Road
Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096
Phone: 847-872-3846
Fax: 847-872-0639
E-mail: info@winthropharbor.com Web site: www.winthropharbor.com

- VILLAGE HALL BUSINESS HOURS Monday through Friday - 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Dr. Michael Bruno, Mayor
Julie Rittenhouse, Village Clerk
- Board of Trustees Buddy Hargett

Request for Proposals, Information Technology
( IT) Managed Services
The Village of Winthrop Harbor is requesting proposals for Information
Technology (IT) Managed Services.

John Levin

The initial contract period will be for 3-years (36
-months) with an option for annual renewals
following the initial contact.

Robert Marabella
Dana McCarthy
Fritz Weiss

Proposals must be submitted by 4:30 pm on Friday, April 29th, 2022.

Alanna Whitmore

Use the QR code to download the application
packet.

- Village Departments Village Administrator

David Alarcon

Administration

Julie Rittenhouse, Director

(847) 872-3846
(847) 872-3846

Community Development (847) 872-8699
Fire / EMS

Rocco Campanella, Chief
Parks & Recreation

Scott Fuller, Director
Police / EMA

Ed Mohn, Chief
Public Works

Tim Neargarder, Director

(847) 872-5957
(847) 746-3505
(847) 872-2131

Board / Committee

Meets Every

Time

Location

(847) 872-5275

Village Board of Trustees

3rd Tuesday

7:00 p.m.

Village Hall

Planning & Zoning Board

2nd Tuesday

7:00 p.m.

TBD

Economic Development Com.

2nd Wednesday

6:00 p.m.

TBD

Recreation Advisory Com.

2nd Monday

6:30 p.m.

Schlader Building

FOR EMERGENCIES DIAL 911
Harbor Shores newsletter, Volume 25,
Issue 2, APR-JUN 2022. Published bimonthly by the Village of Winthrop Harbor, 830 Sheridan Rd, Winthrop Harbor,
IL 60096. Editor: Michael Sheedy Next
Issue Deadline: 15th of the month preceding publication. Submissions: Drop
off at Village Hall, mail to above address,
or email to:
mtsheedy@winthropharbor.com

Note: In an effort to protect staff and members of our community, the Village of Winthrop
Harbor is following all applicable regulations and restrictions as outlined by Governors
Order(s) in regards to meetings and when they can be conducted in-person versus remotely. Given the dynamic nature of COVID-19 restrictions, the format and frequency of
our meetings may change after the publication of this newsletter. Please contact Village
Hall at 847/872-3846 should you have any questions. Thank you!

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
At long last it appears that we have turned the corner and the spring
season has arrived. After being hunkered down through days of almost intolerable weather the spring season brings the opportunity for us to re-engage
with our neighbors and community. While many of us will be sprucing up our
yards and homes the village staff will be preparing for the flurry of outside
activity that accompanies the warmer weather. Whether it be roads, recreation, public safety or community development the village’s winter work included preparing for the spring.
Restart of Brown Bag with Bruno The fourth Thursday of each
month residents and business owners are invited to bring their lunch and join
Mayor Bruno at the 38 Acre park shelters for conversation regarding municipal activities in and
around Winthrop Harbor. The first Brown Bag with Bruno this year
will be Thursday, May 26, 2022 at 12:00 pm (weather permitting)
Bring your lunch, ideas, questions and/or concerns. Please confirm your
attendance by calling Debbie Melesio at 847-872-3846 extension 1013.
Paving roads have been a priority of mine since first taking office. This year we will be utilizing both Motor Fuel Tax and Rebuild
Illinois dollars to make improvements on Thompson Ave from 4th
Street to 7th Street and Roberts road from 9th Street to Frans Court.
Also our patching program will be starting in the Village very soon.

“Brown Bag with
Bruno on the
fourth Thursday of
each month”

Much has happened and much more is on the horizon. I look forward to each new day because it always seems we are seeing positive
change. Know that each and every day your Village Board is working for you to address your concerns.
Our staff remain diligent in their efforts to move policy and programs forward. Always know I am
available and I look forward to seeing you around town.
In closing, on behalf of myself, the Board, and our staff I wish to thank every individual who has
volunteered in the community and given their precious time and talents in making Winthrop Harbor
the wonderful place we know it to be. Unlike large bureaucracies at the national, state, and county levels, municipalities like ours are greatly dependent on volunteers. April is National Volunteer Month
and to our volunteers know that your unselfishness and sense of civic pride is an example to not only
all of us, but future generations as well.
As always, please know that I and all of your board members are available to speak with you on
any matter. Have a safe and healthy EASTER SEASON and I look forward to seeing you around our
wonderful Village.
Your neighbor and Mayor,

Dr. Michael A. Bruno, Mayor

Winthrop Harbor - Proud to be the Cornerstone of Illinois

Teen Dances
April 8th and May 13th, 7 pm—9 pm
The dances are open to any 5th – 8th grade student who lives in the Village of Winthrop Harbor. All students must
show their North Prairie school ID upon entering the bldg.. Students who live in Winthrop Harbor, but go to alternative schools, must call ahead, prior to the start of the dance. As always, the normal school dress code is enforced, and
once a child enters the dance, they will not be allowed to leave until 9 pm or a parent comes to the door to pick them
up. Admission is $5 at the door, and pop and pizza is available to purchase.

Gym Night for Kindergarten—4th Grade
April 15th and May 20th, 7 pm—9 pm
The Schlader Building will be open to K through 4th grade students who live in the Village of Winthrop Harbor. Activities scheduled for the evening will include music, open gym, and refreshments to purchase. Admission will be $5
at the door, and no one who enters the building will be allowed to leave before 9 pm unless that child’s PARENT
comes to the door to pick them up. We ask that all parents come inside to pick up their child at 9 pm.

Walkin’-Walkin’
Monday through Friday come indoors at the Schlader Recreation Center from 8-10 am and walk and talk while you
stay warm and dry. From 10 am – 11 am, adults are welcome to bring in their little ones and let the kids play in the
gym, while the adults walk laps in the gym. The Recreation Dept. has a few items for kids to play with, and toys/bikes
brought from home are welcomed as well. The Recreation staff is not responsible for supervising any children that
may be brought into the gym. The gym will be closed on April 15th, May 30th, and June 6th – 10th.

Summer Fair is BACK in 2022!
Winthrop Harbor’s annual Summer Fair Festival is back!! This year’s fest will take place from Thursday June 9th –
Sunday June 12th. A carnival will be located at Village Park, 2700 9th Street, all four
days, provided by A & A Attractions. All your favorite midway rides will be on hand,
as well as various food booths, carnival games, and blow up slides as well. There will
be unlimited ride specials sold for $25 per person on Thursday night from 6 pm – 10
pm, $30 per person on Friday night from 5 pm-11 pm, $25 rides Saturday and Sunday
from 1 pm – 5 pm, and also a $30 band on Saturday night from 5 pm-11 pm. On Saturday afternoon, all kids who buy a ride special wristband, will be entered in a raffle,
and can win a brand new bike!!
The Recreation Board will be hosting many other activities and booths along with the
carnival rides and games. All of the details are being finalized for live music and fireworks, so be on the lookout for more information as it is confirmed. Carnival Hours
will be: Thursday, 5 pm – 10 pm, Friday, 4 pm – 12 am, Saturday, 12 pm – 12 am,
Sunday, 12 pm – 7 pm. More information and details will be posted as they are finalized at www.winthropharbor.com.

Easter Events
Lunch with Bunny, The Winthrop Harbor Recreation Department invites everyone to the RETURN of the annual
Lunch with Bunny event!! Saturday, April 16th from Noon to 1:30 pm. New this year we will be having a Bunny Parade at 11:30 am!! Take a stroll with the Easter Bunny around 38 acres! At lunch, there will be candy scrambles and
egg scrambles for all children under 10 years old, and our Winthrop Harbor Queens will be doing crafts with the kids.
Pictures with the Bunny will be available for $4.00. Don’t miss this fun time! Admission is $5.00 per person and includes a hot dog, chips, snack and a drink.
WH Lions Club Egg Hunt will be held on Sat. April 16th at 9 am sharp. All kids ages 8 and under are welcome to
participate in this free event. Co-Sponsors of the event are Winthrop Harbor Recreation Department, Community
365, and The Point Church. There will be one “Golden Egg” in each of the 4 age groups, with those winners entered
into a bike raffle, donated by Mayor Bruno.
Flashlight Egg Hunt will be held on Thursday, April 14th at 8 pm. Kids ages 9 – 17 years old are welcome to participate in this free event. Community 365 has partnered with the Winthrop Harbor Parks & Rec Dept. to host this
event.

POLICE

DEPARTMENT

FIRE

DEPARTMENT
A Note from the Fire Chief

Lock, Take, Hide!
Spring is upon us and more people are out and
about. Please remember to LOCK your cars, TAKE
your keys and most importantly, HIDE any valuables from plain view.

Bicycle Safety is #1 Priority!
Parents are encouraged to talk to their children about
bicycle safety as the riding season approaches. Children
and adults alike are reminded that bicycle riders must
abide by the same traffic rules as those driving vehicles.
Stop signs are for bike riders, too, and yes - even bike
riders can receive a traffic citation for violating the rules
of the road. Remember, too, that when riding in groups
you must ride single file when vehicle traffic is present.
Always ride in the same direction as the flow of traffic,
not against traffic. From dusk to dawn, bicyclists must
have lights and reflectors in place, and we encourage the
use of reflective clothing as well. Stay visible - stay alive!

Sign-Up for Vacation House Watch
The Police Department reminds residents that we provide a service designed to help watch over your property
while you’re away on vacation. Residents may register
for the Vacation House Watch program through the Action-Line at www.winthropharbor.com (Registrations are
not accepted by phone.) While you’re away on vacation,
and when available, officers will check your residence
several times each day.

Happy Spring from your friends at the Winthrop
Harbor fire department! Did you know the fire department is a 24/7/ 365 fully staffed fire department? Every day we strive to maintain a minimum
of 3 Firefighter/Paramedic/EMT’s, usually we can
get that number to 4. Having 4 qualified people in
the station allows to handle a majority of calls on
our own without relying on our neighboring departments for assistance. Occasionally, you will see other fire departments in our town, when we are busy
or have a larger incident, we call in help from our
neighbors.
Our diverse group of firefighters has evolved from a
completely volunteer organization. The training
requirements for initial deployment are now a minimum certification of Basic Firefighter and EMT as
CPAT card and medical physical. A CPAT card tells
us the person has passed a physical fitness test by
performing the “combat challenge” in the required
time. The Medical physical follows high standards
which includes a stress test, spirometry, blood work.
The Basic Firefighter course is 330 hours and EMT
Basic is 160 hours.
As you can see, just to get an ambulance or fire
truck out the door extensive training is required.
The WHFD has to follow high standards to protect
the Village from liability and to ensure our people
and the citizens of Winthrop Harbor are safe. This
would not be possible without the support of our
community and the extremely dedicated staff of part
– time employees.
If you ever want to stop in to say Hi or see the
equipment, Please Do!

WINTHROPHARBORPUBLICWORKS
2022 Street Rehabilitation Program
The Department of Public Works is pleased to announce the 2022 Street Rehabilitation Program.
The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) was authorized to implement a $1.5 billion grant program using
proceeds from general obligation (transportation, series A) bonds authorized in the REBUILD Illinois capital program to provide Local Public Agencies (LPAs) with the funds for capital projects. The first REBUILD Illinois grants,
which will be awarded and disbursed in the week of May 4th, 2020 will total $250 Million. Grants will be allotted
among LPAs based on the regular Motor Fuel tax (MFT) formula.
IDOT has awarded and began disbursement of REBUILD Illinois funds twice each year over a period of 3 years.
IDOT expects to award $1.5 billion in six (6) disbursements of $250 million each over the 3 years. The exact dates of
the distributions will vary depending on the timing of the bond sales and identifiable needs of the LPAs.
Winthrop Harbor was awarded a total of $444,324.30, with six (6) disbursements of $74,054.05 each. The Department of Public Works recommends allotting 100% of these funds towards our Street Rehabilitation Plan.
2022 will be Phase II of our 3-year rehabilitation program which will pave 6,757 square yards of roadways. Chicagoland Paving was awarded the contract to complete this year’s road improvement for a total of $225,000.
Phase II include Thompson Avenue from 4th Street to 7th Street, and Roberts Road from Frans Court to
9th Street, a total of 6,757 square yards.

Be the solution to Storm Water Pollution
As storm water flows over driveways, lawns, and sidewalks, it picks up debris, chemicals, dirt, and other pollutants.
Storm water can flow into a storm sewer system or directly to a lake, stream, river or wetland. Anything that enters
a storm sewer system is discharged untreated into the water bodies we use for swimming, fishing, and drinking water. Polluted runoff is the nation’s greatest threat to clean water.
By practicing healthy household habits, homeowners can keep common pollutants like pesticides, pet waste, grass
clippings, and automotive fluids off the ground and out of storm water. Adopt these healthy household habits and
help protect lakes, streams, rivers, and wetlands. Remember to share the habits with your neighbors!

CALL J.U.L.I.E. BEFORE DIGGING
As we move outdoors and begin clean-up or landscaping projects that require any digging, remember
that Illinois law requires you to first call JULIE (Joint Utility Locating Information for Excavators) to
locate underground utilities. JULIE is a one-call service that will locate and mark all utilities on your
property. Simply call 811 or 800-892-0123 to request a locate on your property, or submit an e-request
here: https://newtina.julie1call.com/erequest/. To assist with the process, please pre-mark the area in
which you plan to work with white flags or white paint. Please call at least 48 hours, or 2 weekdays,
prior to the start of your work. For more information, visit www.illinois1call.com

Lawn Sprinkler Protection
If you have a lawn irrigation system, the State of Illinois requires that all
sprinklers have cross-connection and backflow protection to protect the public drinking water supply. All backflow devices are to be certified by a State
Licensed Cross Connection Control Device Inspector (CCCDI). If a system
has been removed, please have your plumber or inspector notify the Public
Works Department. As part of the state monitoring requirements a copy of
the annual certification is to be sent to the Public Works Department.
CONTACT INFORMATION: The Village appreciates your continued cooperation and patience during this project.
If you have any questions, contact the Department of Public Works at 847-872-5275 or via email
publicworks@winthropharbor.com.

Resident Quick Reference Guide
For full details and the latest updates, visit the on-line
Community Calendar at www.winthropharbor.com.

Village Hall Closed
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A MESSAGE FROM UTILITY BILLING
If your quarterly bill looks higher in cost or usage, try to
identify the problem with these simple checks:
 Running toilets – they cannot always be heard. Remove tank cover from the rear of the toilet, drop 5 to 7
drops of a dark food color. Wait 1 hour without flushing, if you see color in toilet bowl then it has been running and you did not know it. Do this to all your toilets.
 Dripping faucets – slow drips can waste 3 gallons of
water a day. Check faucets for debris in the screens
and tighten or replace as needed.
 Continuous leaks – caused from a hole the size of 1/16”
could generate a loss of 74,000 gallons over a 3-month
period. Repair or call a plumber immediately.
If you’re just looking to lower your costs you can try these
handy tips:
 Take shorter showers.
 Only do full loads of wash.
 Only run the dishwasher when fully loaded.
 Water lawns and gardens in the early morning.
During these times we know every little bit helps, We are
willing to work with everyone. We try to call, however
some phone numbers we have on hand are no longer in
service, so please call or email us and we will get back to
you!

We want to better serve the community and the following
is a list of other helpful tools:
 Mail service can be a problem because of the yellow
postcards. You can pay online. Just be sure to use
your entire account number without a dash and enter
your street number and name only. Do not enter,
street, road, avenue…
 If the house is vacant for any reason, contact me so we
can forward the bill and make a note in the computer
of the vacancy.
 Vacation- contact us.
1. We can forward the bill.
2. You can prepay or pay online.
3. Notify Police Dept. to watch the home.
Updated information is the
key to serving you better.
Please notify us of any
changes to your account.
We will also forward this
information as it pertains
to North Shore Water Reclamation. Lastly, please
respond to any and all correspondence we send you,
especially as it pertains to repair requests. They can be
done on Tuesdays and Fridays during normal business
hours. After the repair is completed the estimated bill can
be corrected.

